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Gardeiz Area : 

In Millan village 38 anti-personnel mines and 32 
units of UXO were destroyed after the clearance 
of 77277 sqm. agricultural land. Also in Ebrahim 
Kheil village 2985 sqm. irrigation Canal and 
99931 sqm. agricultural land were cleared of 
mines. At the time of demining activities in this 
village 31 anti-personnel mines were discovered 
and destroyed. 

Likewise in the month of June of this year 15939 
sqm. area in Sheikhan village along with 15762 
sqm. residential area in Banuzai village were 
cleared of mines. 
I It is to be pointed out all mine clearance work in 
Gardeiz area is carried out by teams related to 
ATC project No. 6. 

! 

I Maidan Province 

I 
j 

During June of the current year ATC Project No. 
i 8, performing the mine clearance work in Chara- 
1 ka village, was able to discover and destroy 46 
I anti-personnel mines along with 34 units of UXO 
! resulting in 87271 sqm. agricultural land being 

made available for cultivation and inhabitants of 

the area were able to work on their farms after 

many years. 

Logar Province 

Pul-e-Alam district : 

I In padkhwab-e-Shana area 6909 sqm. and in 
I Mangu Kheil village 18241 sqm. residential areas 
were cleared and 13 anti-personnal mines and 
large -size UXOs discovered and destroyed. 
The Flail Project : 

The Flail project successfully cleared of mines 
16.68 sqm. agricultural land in Tangi-e Toghchi, 
Behsood district as well as 1 174 sqm. residential 
area in Dawlat Shahi village of Nangarhar prov- 
ince. 



Summary : In June this year ATC mine 
clearance teams were able to discover 
and destroy a total of 180 anti-tank, 
1071 anti-personnel mines and 261 units 
of UXO in the country which has result- 
ed in making 333692 sqm. grazing land, 
425867 sqm. agricultural land, 48500 
sqm. residential area, 769 sqm. road and 
29113 sqm irrigation canal safe and 
ready for utilization. 



Appreciation Of ATC 
Martyred Deminers 

Martyred Neyaz Mohammad : 

Neyaz Mohammad son of Sayed Ahmad was 
born at Shamoon village, Peich district, Kunar 
province in 1967. 

Although economic constraints did not allow him 
to attend school Neyaz Mohammad obtained ne- 
cessary the religious knowledge at his village- 
mosque. 

The start of the Holy war-Jehad- in kunar obliged 
Neyaz Mohammad to take his family out of Ku- 
nar in 1980 and take refuge in another country. 
Neyaz Mohammed joined the true Jehadi forces 
and courageously fought for the freedom of his 
country. 

On January 21-1992 Neyaz Mohammad joined 

ATC as a deminer. He served in the clearance of 

deadly mines from the soil of his beloved country 

with great interest and devotion. 

The provinces of are witness to this everlasting 

humanitarian endeavours of this brave Afghan 

youth. 

At. 08 :30 a. m. on September 21-1993 when 
Neyaz Mohammad was busy in mine clearance at 
Zadran village, Jaji district in Paktya province he 
was severely injured by the explosion of an anti- 
personnel mine and joined his group of martyrs. 



Parwan Province 

A» n result of untiring efforts by mine clearance 
^WW,?^{?iflfi Site Office no.3 son(W 769 sqm. 

cultural land in Soorat KheUr>^l|^|«i JM^pr^m 
district were cleared of mines Wid^ thmt of 

mines was removed from the abovesaid villages 
and a total of 1 1 1 antipersonnel mines and 24 
unitsof UXO wereQoUepted. 



Preparing the 
Chargeter 
Dastruction 

a Dlscovtrtdl 

UXQ 



Kabul Province 

In June llie vUliit©s el $miM clisincU K^bwl 
province many iN^jii^ sqm of \»x4 "tm clea- 
red of mines. ATC Project no, ? m MA 
office of tents at the bank of Kabul River and 

succeeded in clearing of areas such as 
Ahangaran, Ghundi Qalaa, Islam Koat» Pul-e- 
Estelto»» iwvd Janni Ghundai of mines. 
I^^se areas a total of 554 anti-personnel mines 
mA mmm^\M^i^^wmmA which v^ere ^ismi^ 



Oue^llsoffteiwt wkp^rfwaw^by^ Site 
Omo0 Rd7 aurtiil Uif ^ttlDitrti nf-Jtiif -BMIf 
sqm, grazing flailiei^n <^fir6d of R^tb 
Saroobi district 
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Mine clearance teams of ATC fieW Si» C^ce 

No. 4 cleared the center of Sayed karam and the 

village of Yahya Kheil of mines. The teams 
cleared 10880 sqm. grazing land and 5430 sqm 
aiiricultiiral land which are now readv for ulliza- 




lion. During demining activities, carrted out by 
the dmining teams, 17 anti- personnel mines and 
5 units of UXO were discovered and destroyed. 
Moreover, 177 anti-tank and 118 anti-personnel 
mines were discovered and destroyed by demi- 
ners of furoject No. 6 in Baburi village in 62356 
sqm, agHculiural land. 

In All Kheil village, Jaji district 1178 sqm. graz- 
ing land was changed to safe area by deminers of 
Prqjiec^t Na 5. 



I 

I It needs to be stated that prior to initiating mine 

i clearance ta$^ in the aforesaid areas more than 42 
local people had lost their lives due to mine ex- 
plosion. For this reason ATC mine clearance ac- 
tivities when started in these areas were gratefully 

I received by the local people. As one of ATC 
vehicles, hijacked in Jaji area by highway robbers 

I on 12th July 1993, the residents of the locality 
cooperated with ATC. They captured the robbers 
in two hour's time, recovered the vehicle and 

I returned it to ATC. 

! Upto April of the current year mine clearance 
I teams of the project were engaged in mine clear- 
i ance activities in agricultural and the Warza road 
in Mandozai district. 

At the beginning of the summer the project left 

ATC Mine Clearance 

ATC mine clearance activities in June of the cur- 
i rent year extended to cold- climate provinces. 
I ATC Field Site Offices moved to Sayed Karam, 

Saroobi, Jaji and Logar areas to clear the mine- 
! fields. 

For further information of our readers interested 
in the proceedings of ATC mine clearance pro- 
gramme in the country the main activities are list- 
I ed as follows : * 

Nangarhar Province 

Field Site Office no. 1 cleared the following areas 
in this province : 

Behsood District : 

In Kareiz-e Kaber village 115 anti-personnel 
mines were discovered and destroyed in 2304 
I sqm. grazing land. 

I Chaprahar District : 

t 

I 12566 sqm. agricultural land in Dawlatzai area 
and 2666 sqm. agricultural land in centre of 



Khost for Ghazni province and started mine 
clearance activities at Senjetak village and the sur- 
rounding areas of Hazrat-e-Hakeem Sanaii-e 
Ghaznavi (May God Bless his Soul). The project 
is still working in that area. 

From the beginning of the mine clearance 
activities to date project No. 2 has suc- 
cessfully discovered and destroyed 2623 
anti-personnel mines, 192 anti-tank 
mines and 1319 items of . unexploded 
ordnance by virtue of which 1453077 sq 
m agricultural land and 379996 sqm. 
grazing land, 190651 sqm residential 
area, 54225 sqm irregation canal and 
579169 sqm road is cleared of mines. 

Activities in June 1994 

Chaprahar district was cleared of mines. In the 
process of mine clearance activities one anti-tank 
and one anit-personnel mine along with six units 
of UXO were discovered and destroyed. The 
cleared areas are now ready for cultivation. 

Rodat District : 

A team from Field Site Office no. 4 cleared 
12349 sqm. grazing land of mines. 

Ghazni Province 

Field Site Office no. 2 moved to Ghazni and on 
its arrival initiated mine clearance activities there 
as a result of which 2710 sqm. agricultural land 
at Senjetak village, 83364 sqm. grazing land at 
Qala-e-Qazi area, 5514 sqm. residential area in 
Ahangaran village, and 26/28 sqm. irrigation ca- 
nal at Qala-e-Qadeem area at the city of Ghazni 
were cleared of mines. In the mine clearance pro- 
cess in the abovesaid areas during June this year 
a total of 4 anti-tank and 14 anti-personnal mines 
along with 52 units of UXO were discovered and 
destroyed. 
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and started mine clearance activities on the 
"security belt" of Chamkani, Due to the existence 
of mines in the area repatriation to liberated areas 
of Chamkani was not feasible. Therefore ATC 
teams from Project No. 2 cleared the villages of 
Toshi, Watai and Bangash mines where 195 
families live. The main irrigation canals of the 
abovesaid villages were also cleared. 
Likewise, mines placed in the security belt at the 
villages of Chenargai and Gungi Kellai and the 
main road leading to Toshi village were discov- 
ered and destroyed. 

Gardeiz area : 

In April 1992 once more site office No. 2 was 
moved from Chamkani to the centre of Paktya 
province - Gardeiz. After consulting the Jehadi 
Council of Gardeiz mine clearance activities were 
started in Dawlatzai village where the large irriga- 
tion canal along with agricultural land of that area 
were cleared of mines. 

Site office No. 2 has also cleared the following 
areas in Gardeiz of mines : 
The residential area at Jandad village , the Gar- 
deiz road, Setta Kandau, the dangerous and com- 
plicated security belt at Ebrahim Kheil and Ha- 
leem villages, the agricultural land and the road 
from Banozai village from which over 400 fami- 
lies benifited. 

Based on the pressing need of the people of 
Sayed Karam area in October of the same year 
Project No. 2 moved to Sayed Karam area of 
Paktya. The project cleared very dangerous areas 
of mines. Residential areas at Ebrahim Kheil vil- 
lage, the large canal at Sheikhan village along 
with seven kilomett*e of Gardeiz-Zurmat road was 
cleared of mines during this time and some of the 
problems which the people of the area faced were 
eliminated. 

Khost : 

In December 1992 project No. 2 left Gardeiz for 
Khost and after consultation with the elders and 



local Shura initiated mine clearance work on the 
road crossing Payenda Kheil village, Mandozai 
district. Meanwhile, mine clearance activities 
were started in Lalmi Kote area of Tanai district 
and ended with success. Upto 1st January 1993 
over 488 houses were cleared of mines in that 
area. Refugees have returned to their homes and 
are now engaged in agricultural works. 
In Khost area the following mine fields have been 
cleared of mines by project No. 2 : ' 

- the Laal Kheil road at Tanai district 

- the mine-belts at Mandozai district and Payenda 
Kheil 

- the surrounding areas of Ottoman villages 

- the agricultural land at Burhan Kheil villages 
and the security belts at Moosa Khan post in Ta- 
nai district. 

In October 1993 project No. 2 was again as- 
signed to Khost. Accordingly, the following are- 
as were cleared of mines : 

- the Malang post in Tanai district, and 

- the remaining agricultural land at Burhan Kheil 
village of Mandozai district. 

Jaji district : 

In hot weather performing mine clearance activi- 
ties in Khost became intolerable. Therefore at the 
end of June 1993 Project No. 2 moved to Jaji 
area and started mine clearance work on mine-belt 
areas at Bayan Kheil village. In a short period of 
time the 92 residing families of the area were free 
of mined land. Then the main irrigation canal and 
agricultural land in Khwazi Kheil village were 
cleared of mines. 

The following important areas have been cleared 
of mines in Jaji district through the efforts of 
project No. 2 : 

- the main irrigation canal at Jadran village 

- the main irrigation canal and agricultural land at 
Ali Kheil village; 

- the main irrigation canal at Beelawat village 

- 160 houses at Mohammad Hassan and Dumama 
villages and 

- over 232 houses at Dadwall village. 
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June 1 1 was reserved for excursion in the Stoke- 
holm Archipelago by boat, opportunities for in- 
formation discussions (optional). 
On 13th June Kefayatullah Eblagh met Area Man- 
ager of overseas marketing scania Motor Manu- 
facture Company in Sweden. The latter promised 
to provide multilateral help in the manufacture of 
vehicles and extra spare parts required by ATC. 
In Netherlands on June 15 ATC's Director met 
Mr. de Jong Head of the Southern Asia and Indo- 
nesia section and Mr. Frits Keiner of Humanitari- 
an and Emergency Aid section of the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs in the Hague and talked about the 
Demining Program and ATC organization's activ- 
ities with them. During this meeting they agreed 
to continue their support specially to the demining 
programme of UNOCHA. 
Mr. Kefayatullah Eblagh left copies of UNOCHA 
Demining program 1993 report, ATC bulletin and 
News letter Getting Rid of Mirles at the disposal 
of the authorities who expressed their thanks for 



the documented information on mine clearance in 
Afghanistan. 

While Mr. Eblagh visited London he met Mr. Joe 
Bradly from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Mr. 
Joan Hooten from ODA. Also at the Ministry of 
Defence of the British government he met Mr. 
Noel F. Mulliner, BSe and gave information on 
mine clearance program of UNOCHA and ATC. 
On 22 June he visited the Land Rover car manu- 
facturing company. The management of the com- 
pany promised any feasible cooperation with 
ATC in future. 

Also Mr. Kefayatullah Eblagh, ATC Director, 
participated in the "Land Mine Campaign Work- 
ing Group" meeting organized by the British Ref- 
ugee Council and expressed views with the par- 
ticipants of the meeting and later met Mr. 
Elizabeth Winter of BAAG and explained the 
UNOCHA and ATC Demining programe. 
Kefayatullah Eblagh, Director, ATC, returned to 
Peshawar on June 26. 
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Site Office No.2 

In our bulletin No. 2 we mentioned how ATC 
Site Office No. 1 in Kunar Province achieved its 
aims, accordingly showing ATC as an active 
mine clearance organisation we extended our ser- 
vices further, and on 5th May 1990 our second 
site office was established in Sub-province of 
Orgoon, Paktika province. 
The thousands of mines not only threatened the 
lives of Orgoon residents but blocked the transit/ 
supply route which linked the twelve provinces 
of the country to each other. 
The devoted deminers at project No. 2 started 
mine clearance activities on the twelve kilometre 
long road between Orgoon and Saroobi district. 
The clearance of this road made transportation 
possible between twelve provinces of the coun- 



try. During that same year the Ahangaran village, 
the security belt around Orgoon city, the Khair 
Kote district, the road between Khair Kote and 
Seigana village and the road between Khair Kote 
and Malizo village were made safe for public 
transport. 

It is worthy of mention that the flail project com- 
menced work for the first time in Orgoon area. 
Moreover, project No. 2 has also cleared Orgoon 
airport ' of mines as well as some other ar- 
eas of greater importance. The project has carried 
out mine clearance activities in the following are- 
as of Paktya province. 

Chanikani district : 

Based on ATC's plan and taking climatic condi- 
tions into consideration. Project No. 2 was 
moved to Chamkani district of Paktya province 



others injured and disabled. 
I bring you a message of a country living under 
the above conditions and would ask that you re- 
quest the world community to totally abaiKli^ the 
manufacture and export of all mines so that other 
countries of the world never be confronted with 
the same misery as that experienced in 

Afghanistan. • • • 

In continuation of his speech Mr. Kefayatullah 
Eblagh explained the essential problems of dem- 
ining in Afghanistan. 

Following Mr. Eblagh 's statements, Lt. Col. Ian 



This is because mechanical mine clea|-ance does 
hot achieve ll)0# eleaTance/ and conditions for 
u§ing machines are extreniely difficult. 
Secondly, the ^miners are motivated to clear 
mines in Afghanistan through love of their coun- 
ty ahd th^ir religious beliefs. They afso btftteve 
that Afghans 'must themselves mke ilispbnsibility 
for theicCOitslrBCtion of their country/ « f ; i ni . ; ; < 
Thirdly, mr ^kmm n g programme is ceiitrally 
controlled. This ensures good training, poper se- 
lection of priorities, and f^^intenance of high 
standards. 



ATC Director at 
Scania Motor 
Manufacture 
Connpany in 

Netherland 




Mansfield, Programn;*? Manager, Mihe Clearance 
Programme, UNpGHA. Islamabad explained 
UN Mine Qearapce Prograrnii^e in detail. 
At the end of the speech Col kefayatullah, intro- 
duced ATC- the Afghan Technical Consultants 
Organization to the settiinar participants and gave 
detailed information orf the organizational struc- 
ture, work procedures, the Organization of dem- 
ining teams, and ATC Field site offiCeS. He then 
pointed out the serious problems which existed at 
the preliminary stages of demining in Afghanistan 
and how ATC was able to tackle these problems. 
At the end of his statement ATC Director de- 
scribed the valuable results obtained in the course 
of his perfomiances in this organization. 
He said : "Finally I would like to share some con- 
clusions I have reached from my experience. 
First, Manual demining is the only practical way 
of clearing mines in iiiost places in Afghanistan. 



Fourthly, 1 believe that the best way to organize 
demining teams is in paramilitary fomiations with 
medical support^ to ensure discipline and good 
control. 

Finally, tlie programme must have the full sup- 
port of local people, this is achieved by demon- 
sti-ating the neutrality of the deminers who are not 
tied to any political groups. 
Of course we have learnt many other lessons 
which I will be happy to share with you. 
In the proceeding day$ of the seminar a number 
of participants delivered speeches addressing the 
issues in the agenda. 

To cover everything on the agenda seminar par- 
ticipating members were divided into seven 
groups and each group discussed and exchanged 
views of specffic subjects. 
On final day of the seminar, lOlhTtiiie, the Con- 
clusions of the seminar were revie^i^^. 



ATC Director participated in the Internationai Seminar on 

Ordnance Recovery and Disposal. 



At present more than sixty nations of the world 
are confronted with mine problems. Over one 
million land mines have been laid in these coun- 
tries. Unfortunately most of these countries be- 
long to the third world. 

The existence of such complicated mines is con- 
sidered a major obstacle in the way of advance- 
ment and development of these countries. On av- 
erage more than ten thousand people, most of 
them children, fall victim to these mines annually. 
In recent years mine clearing technology has not 
improved significantly and most developing 
countries, among them Afghanistan, are deprived 
of having advanced mine clearing equipment. 
However a number of institutions and philan- 
thropic nations are constandy trying to discover 
new means and equipment to perform the mine 
clearance job with a greater speed and minimum 
risk. 

In this connection the National Defence Research 
Establishment of Sweden (FOA) and the United 
Nations Undersecretary - General for Human 
Affairs organized a seminar in Rosenon, near the 
city of Stockholm, Sweden. Representatives 
from different countries and organizations con- 
cerned with mine clearance affairs were invited to 
this seminar to exchange information and views 
on finding better and safer ways for clearing 
mines. 

In this seminar which took place from 8 to 11 
June 1994 sixty five representatives from differ- 
ent countries participated . Among the partici- 
pants of the seminar were scholars of different 
fields, military officers, heads of mine clearance 
organizations, representatives from companies 
which produce mine discovering device, diplo- 
mats and technical advisers. 
From the 65 participants 26 of them were given 
the opportunity to deliver speeches in relation to 
mine problems. 



Col. Kefayatullah Eblagh, Director, Afghan 
Technical Consultants and Lt. Col. Ian Mans- 
field, Programme Manager, Mine clearance Pro- 
gramme, UNOCHA, Islamabad, delivered 
speeches and presented valuable information on 
mine clearance programme in Afghanistan. 
The following is a summarised report on Mr. Ke- 
fayatullah Eblagh 's trip to Europe and proceed- 
ings of the seminar : 

The workshop opened at 01:00 p. m. on 8th June 
by Dr.Bo Rybek FOA Director General. The 
theme of his speech was Identifying the problems 
in demining. 

Likewise, Mr. Kefayatullah Eblagh and Lt. Col. 
Ian Mansfield presented their speeches on Demin- 
ing in Afghanistan. 

Mr. Kefayatullah Eblagh 's speech which includ- 
ed reliable and precise information on risks, the 
multiplicity of mines in Afghanistan and prob- 
lems in mine clearance programme in the country 
was very interesting to participants of the semi- 
nar. 

In his speech he said, "I have come here today 
from a great distance from a country ruined by 
war where in most parts of it, mines lie in am- 
bush for innocent women and children. 
It is a country where each day 20 to 25 unwanted 
mine explosions throughout its provinces ruin 
people's life, unfortunately most of whom are 
children under 12 years of age. 
It is a country in which some up to six thousand 
people are killed or maimed yearly. 

- It is a country where an injured person can go 
into a coma and embraces death because of lack 
of medical treatment. 

- It is a country with 422 sq.Km. minefield 
which comprises the largest area of minefields on 
our planet. 

- In Afghanistan, since 1989, mines have killed 
more than 20,000 people and have left 15,000 
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